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by Victoria Antonelli, Online Editor

On June 3, Autobody News
headed to Los Angeles Trade—
Technical College (LA Trade
Tech) in downtown Los Ange-
les, CA to tour the collision re-
pair instructional facilities and
speak with the staff, as well as
meet students finishing up their
first year of courses.

Auto collision instructor
Brian Ferre started off the
tour acknowledging that the
technical school was celebrat-
ing its 99th year of operation.
He has taught collision repair
for 30 years total; 10 of those

years at LA Trade Tech. 
“I’ve seen an increase in the num-

ber of students enrolling in collision re-
pair courses,” said Ferre. “A big part of
that comes from the students promot-
ing the program.”

According to Ferre, there were
100 students enrolled in collision re-
pair courses this past year, and a total
of 200 students participating in the
automotive program. LA Trade Tech
offers Saturday courses, as well as
daytime and night classes throughout
the week.

“A lot of the students we get are

trying to start a new life,” said Leticia
Barajas, Vice President of Academic
Affairs and Workforce. She added that
the average age of enrollment is 28.

She went on to discuss funding,
and the impact donations have on pro-
gram capabilities. 

“Our faculty has been re-
ally good about trying to get do-
nations, from paint to parts and
so forth,” Barajas said. “Re-
cently we’ve been making
some investments and improve-
ments, but since we are a public
institution, it takes forever to
contract that. There are always
a lot of challenges, but we’re
getting there.”

Apart from vehicles and
parts donated by Hot Rodmag-
azine, Robaina Industries Inc.,
Celette, and the California Auto
Body Association (CAA), stu-
dents work on their own cars
and buy what they need to re-
pair them.

“The ability for students
to work on their own cars is
part of the draw,” explained Ferre.
“For safety reasons, we look at the
state their car is in and make sure it’s
not too over their head.”

The bumper repair and welding

segments that make up the final project
are based on the I-CAR certification
program.

“Most of the students have older
cars with parts that aren’t available
new anymore. It would be nice if we
could work on 2015 BMWs and Hon-

das, but we have to be realistic.”
Barajas added that there has been

an increase in female students, which
has allowed LA Trade Tech to take a
more “innovative” approach, by in-

Collision Repair Students Wrap Up Another Successful Year at LA Trade Tech

The group of collision repair students we
spoke with at LA Trade Tech all agreed that
working on this Cadillac was their favorite
project of the year

(l to r) Collision repair student, Jordan Lopez; Vice
President of Academic Affairs and Workforce, Leticia
Barajas; Department Chair of Advanced Transportation
and Manufacturing, Jess Guerra; auto collision instructor,
Brian Ferre; collision repair student, Alexander Meeks
pose for a photo inside the LA Trade Tech collision repair
instructional facilities

(l to r) Auto collision instructor, Fred Morago, collision
repair student Alexander Meeks, collision repair stu-
dent, Jose Mendoza; collision repair student, Elizabeth
Lopez; collision repair student, Jovanie Gutierrez;
collision repair student Aaron Vasquez Ramirez; and
auto collision instructor, Brian Ferre pose in the paint
booth
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corporating an all-female course into
the curriculum. 

Autobody News was able to
speak with a few of the students who
had just finished up their final proj-
ects.

Elizabeth Lopez had just fin-
ished her first year of classes on the
path to become an estimator; a career
shared by other members of her fam-
ily.

“I’ve always loved cars, so I fig-

ured, why not do something I
love to do?” said Alexander
Meeks. “It’s hard work, but
at the end of the day when
you see the finished product,
it’s worth it. The best part is
getting to do your hobby for
a living.”

Meeks and fellow col-
lision repair student, Jose
Mendoza, discussed the
challenges they faced when

they started taking
classes, as well as
their favorite proj-
ects.

“You got to
make sure you’re
keeping everything
straight, sanding it
right, bumping out the dings
perfectly, and not taking off
too much metal,” said Men-
doza. “It takes a lot of prac-
tice, but once you get it right,
you can do anything.”

“When it comes to paint-
ing and refinishing, you have
to make sure you’re keeping
temperature in mind,” said
Meeks. “We use different
materials based on the tem-
perature – if it’s hot in here
but cold outside, we might
still use low temperature and

vice versa.”
All of the students agreed that

working on a Cadillac, which had
been donated to the program, was
their favorite project of the year. The
finished product will be featured at
the SEMA show held in Las Vegas,
NV in November, which the students
and faculty will be attending. 

“I teach the same way I was
taught – with a hands-on approach.
The students tend to get discouraged
when there is too much paperwork in-
volved. It’s all about what happens in
the shop,” concluded Brian.

(l to r) Department Chair of Advanced Transportation
and Manufacturing, Jess Guerra; collision repair stu-
dent, Jordan Lopez; collision repair student, Alexander
Meeks; Vice President of Academic Affairs and Work-
force, Leticia Barajas; and auto collision instructor,
Brian Ferre pose under a sign made by the students

(l to r) Collision repair student, Jose Mendoza; collision
repair student, Aaron Vasquez Ramirez; auto collision
instructor, Brian Ferre; and collision repair student,
Jovanie Gutierrez pose in front of a Cadillac that will
be on display during The SEMA Show in November at
the Las Vegas Convention Center

AkzoNobel, Axalta, BASF, Matrix,
PPG Automotive Refinish, and
Valspar-House of Kolor have com-
mitted to NACE | CARS 2015 with
exhibit space and sponsorships.
Companies closely related to the
paint market actively participating,
as well, including 3M, DeVilbiss,
Pro-Spray Finishes, Painters Supply
& Equipment Co., Anest Iwata,
UniCure Spraybooths, DHI Equip-
ment, Shop-Pro Equipment, Inc.,
and more.

“Having the support of the
paint companies is significant to the
success of NACE,” stated Dan Ris-
ley, ASA President and Executive
Director. “Historically, the paint
companies have represented some
of the biggest supporters of the
show and the industry. Attendees
routinely seek the paint manufac-
turers while walking the show floor,
and this years lineup of demonstra-
tions and displays will not disap-
point.”

In addition to exhibits and
sponsorships, spray demonstrations
will also take place on the show
floor highlighting new paint tech-
nologies, colors, color matching,
and more.

Major Paint Companies
Will Color-up NACE 
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