
Body shops and the collision industry
in general have taken on the role of
imparting useful safety information to
its customers. If you’ve ever read a
body shop blog, you will often find
short posts like Leaving Kids Alone in
Cars-Know the Risks and Conse-
quences; I Put the Wrong Fuel in My
Vehicle! What Should I Do?; Tire
Safety Tips and 3 Misconceptions
about Passing on the Road, for exam-
ple.

But isn’t there a conflict of inter-
est there, because body shops make
money when people get into acci-
dents, right?  Bruce Miles, a blogger
for the collision industry disagrees.
“Not really, because we know that
people are going to get into accidents
every 9–10 years like clockwork and
that’s something we can’t control, like
the weather,” Miles explained. “But,
we don’t want drivers to get into bad
accidents, because then obviously the
cars will likely be totaled out by the
insurance companies. And if the acci-
dent is fatal, well we want to help peo-
ple to avoid that at all cost. So offering
its customers simple common sense
safety tips to avoid those big crashes is
something the industry can do and
should do, in my opinion.”

So, knowing that automotive
safety is an important thing that body
shops want to convey in their blogs
and part of their overall message to
consumers, I was intrigued when I en-
countered a company called resqme™
at the NADA Exposition in San Fran-
cisco, CA. a few months back. Lo-
cated in Santa Barbara, CA, resqme
invented and produces the resqme
tool, a device that saves drivers’ and
passengers’ lives worldwide.

This device was recently featured
on 20/20 and the Today Show, as well
in publications such as Autoweek,
Consumer Reports and Popular Me-
chanics. More than 3 million drivers
worldwide own one and now car deal-
erships, repair facilities and other au-
tomotive-related businesses are either
giving them to their customers free or
offering them for sale.

What exactly is the resqme tool
and how does it save lives? It’s a
window-breaker and seat-belt-cut-
ter—an emergency tool for the safety

of any driver. In the event of an emer-
gency and possible vehicle entrap-
ment, the resqme tool holds a sharp
blade to cut a jammed seatbelt and a
spring-loaded spike to shatter the car
window.

Designed in 2003, the resqme
emergency escape tool has now
saved more than 35 lives and proba-
bly more that have never been re-
ported. After identifying a need for a
portable and compact version, the
resqme tool was developed and is
now manufactured in the United
States and distributed worldwide.
Just last year alone, this amazing tool
saved 16 lives, including three in
submersion accidents: 10 in situa-
tions in which young children were
trapped in a vehicle with the keys in-
side and three more rollover acci-
dents where people were hanging
upside in their vehicles.

Autobody News recently sat down
with Laurent Colasse, the inventor of
the resqme tool and the president of
this 12-year-old company. “We’re
proud of the resqme tool, because ob-
viously we’re making a change and
people can see that it’s saving lives,”
Colasse explained. “People have es-
caped fires, rollovers, children locked
in a hot car and of course submersions.
Prior to the invention of this tool, peo-
ple were basically helpless, but now
this device gives them a chance to
make it out alive. They’re great for car
dealerships and automotive repair
businesses and for a nominal charge
we can put their company name on the
side of the device.”

The resqme tool became a na-
tional story after Ashley Neufeld, 21,
along with two other friends from
Dickinson State University in North
Dakota died in a tragic accident in
2009.

Their SUV crashed into a farm
pond in Stark County, ND, and sub-
merged with the three young women
still inside who were unable to escape.
As a result, in honor of Ashley, a foun-
dation was created to raise funds with
a customized resqme tool with her
name to benefit local sports and also
to help promote safety against car en-
trapment.  “Knowing Ashley, it was an
opportunity to provide a tool to a

bunch of people, so that possibly it
would never happen to another fam-
ily,” said one of the foundation’s ini-
tiators.

This fundraiser was an unex-
pected success and quickly became an
overwhelming experience as a pure
expression of amazing solidarity in
the community of Brandon, ND where
Ashley grew up. Several thousand
resqme units with the name Ashley
Neufeld have been sold raising more
than $56,000 to date.

In addition to the resqme tool, the
company also manufactures several
other lifesaving devices, Colasse said.
“We want our products to become a
lifestyle for people who are socially
responsible and want to stress safety
for themselves and the people around
them. That’s why we’re always look-
ing to inventing other tools like the
resqme original keychain car escape
tool.”

Other products designed and sold

by resqme include:
alertme™ Lifesaver Alert: About

the size of a bluetooth earpiece and
lightweight, less than an ounce, the
alertme™ is the latest and safest life-
saver electronic device that helps pre-
vent accidents caused by falling asleep
behind the wheel. Its ergonomic de-
sign makes it very comfortable to wear
and improves your vigilance on the
road.

protectme™ Pepper Spray: A
handheld aerosol canister with maxi-
mum strength & UV marking dye that
sprays an irritating formula in the eyes,
nose and mouth of a person threaten-
ing your personal safety.

In response to their customers’
demands, resqme, Inc. has opted to
co-brand with Sabre Red by offering
the best compact pepper spray in the
market place. The protectme™ pepper
spray is an effective means of non-
lethal self defense for people con-
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resqme™ Vehicle Escape Tool and Related Products Have the Potential to Save Lives
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Ed Attanasio is an automotive journalist based in
San Francisco, California. He can be reached at
era39@aol.com.
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The Automotive Service Association
(ASA) held its annual business meet-
ing April 21 at the Westin Crystal
City Hotel in Arlington, VA. The
week kicked off April 20 with a wel-
come reception sponsored by Feder-

ated Insurance. On April 21, there
were association meetings in the
morning, including a closed board of
directors meeting and an affiliate di-
rectors meeting, followed by a lunch-
eon. In the afternoon, ASA members
attended an open board meeting, fol-
lowed by the swearing in of a new
chairman and other board members.

Donny Seyfer, AAM, Seyfer
Automotive, Wheat Ridge, CO, is
ASA’s new chairman.

“I am very excited about where
ASA is going. We’re in the midst of
reorganizing our business model, and
we are building up our industry rela-
tionships and want to get more mem-
bers involved in the association,” said

Seyfer, whose father, Don
Seyfer, served as chairman
of ASA from 1996-1997.

Following the board and
committee meetings, atten-
dees enjoyed a private tour
of George Washington’s
home, Mount Vernon. At
the conclusion of the tour,
the group shared dinner and
honored outgoing ASA
Chairman Darrell Amber-
son, AAM, for his service to
ASA.

Dan Risley, ASA Presi-
dent/Executive Director said, “With
more than 40 years of experience in
the collision industry, Darrell brought
valuable insight to the leadership of
ASA during his two years as chair-
man. We remain profoundly grateful
for his contributions to ASA, as well
as the automotive industry in its en-
tirety. We wish him all the best in his
next endeavor.”

The Automotive Service Associ-
ation’s new board of directors began

their term at the close of the annual
business meeting. Serving two-year
terms on the board are Seyfer; Darrell

Amberson, AAM, LaMettry’s Colli-
sion Inc., Minneapolis, MN, as imme-
diate past chairman; and Roy
Schnepper, AAM, Butler’s Collision
Inc., Roseville, MI, as chairman-elect.
Bill Moss, AAM, EuroService Auto-
motive, Warrenton, VA, a former gen-
eral director, was nominated to serve
a one-year term as secretary/treasurer.

Ed Cushman, AAM, C&H Foreign
Auto Repair, Spokane, WA, was
elected to serve a two-year term as
general director. Moss’s move into the
secretary/treasurer role leaves a gen-
eral director vacancy that will be filled
at a later date.

Bob Wills, AAM, Wills Auto
Service, Battle Creek, MI, begins the
second year of his two-year term as
Mechanical Division director; and
Scott Benavidez was elected to a
two-year term as Collision Division
director.

Risley also serves on the ASA
board of directors in an ex-officio ca-
pacity.

ASA’s next national event is the
NACE | CARS 2015 expo and educa-
tional conference in Detroit, MI July
23-25, held in conjunction with several
other industry events throughout the
week. For more information, visit
www.CARSevent.org and www.NACE
expo.com.

To learn more about ASA, visit
www.ASAshop.org or call (817) 514-
2900.

ASA Board of Directors Installed During Annual Business Meeting

Attendees of ASA’s recent annual meeting in Washington,
D.C., enjoyed a private tour of George Washington’s
home, Mount Vernon

ASA’s new board of directors, who were
installed at ASA’s recent Annual Board Meet-
ing in the Washington, D.C., area. Front row,
from left to right: Bill Moss, AAM, secretary
/treasurer; Donny Seyfer, AAM, chairman;
Roy Schnepper, AAM, chairman-elect;
Darrell Amberson, AAM, past chairman.
Back row, from left to right: Ed Cushman,
AAM, general director; Scott Benavidez,
Collision Division director; and Bob Wills,
AAM, Mechanical Division director
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PartsTrader had paid for his flight to
the meeting in Atlanta.

“If what you’re saying that some-
one paying $200 for my flight here is
me getting paid when I take a day off
of work to come down here, I think
that’s kind of silly, Aaron,” Rogers
said. “Two hundred dollars and now
I’m a paid endorser? Let’s be serious.”

The panel discussion continued
but only occasionally focused on inef-
ficiencies in the current parts ordering
environment. After the meeting, Sta-
bler and Bosin said they’d not known
PartsTrader had picked up Rogers’
travel expenses, although Bosin said a
PartsTrader representative on the CIC
committee had suggested Rogers when
Bosin was looking for shop owners to
be on the panel.

Stabler said steps would be taken
to avoid any such issues in future CIC
presentations. Bosin said he plans to
present his own look at inefficiencies
in electronic parts procurement at the
next CIC meeting, being held July 21
and 22 in Detroit in conjunction with
NACE.

Continued from Page 48

CIC panel discussion

cerned with safety and security. Used
by police departments, security agen-
cies, and individuals concerned with
security and self defense.

prepareme™ Lifesaver Kits: All
kits come with a combination of
basic first aid and some safety tools
including the award winning resqme
tool available in all styles. The kits
are designed for drivers, parents,
hikers, etc. around the globe to be
prepared for most any emergency
situation. Each kit has a unique com-
bination of tools to allow for a wide
variety of protection and prepared-
ness.

defendme™ Personal Alarm: This
self-defense tool allows the user to
sound a 120db siren when threatened
by anyone and can be carried easily on
a keychain, backpack, etc.

If you’re interested in purchasing
resqme devices with your shop’s
name on them, you can find out more
about this amazing life-saving device,
go to: www.resqme.com. If you can
help to save just one person’s life with
this device, why not?

Continued from Page 44

Vehicle Escape Tool
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