
They discussed rivets, certifications,
the costs of setting up to work on alu-
minum vehicles and everything in be-
tween when the East Bay chapter of the
California Autobody Association (EB-
CAA) last met. The chapter visited Fu-
ture Ford in Concord, CA on February
18 to view the new aluminum F-150
and network with other collision pro-
fessionals from throughout the Bay
Area.

Meeting at Future Ford was fit-
ting, because every collision expert be-
lieves that the F-150 is going to
eventually be the future of the industry,
as more and more manufacturers join
the rush to aluminum. The big question
in the room and also in the minds of

every body shop
owner in this coun-
try right now is
‘Will there be
enough F-150s out
there to justify the
costs and training
involved?’ After
polling the room of
approximately 70
people, not one sin-
gle shop has yet
seen one of these
vehicles in their
shop or even heard
of one being fixed.

The featured speaker for the
evening was Victor Barrera, a repre-
sentative from RMD Group in San
Jose, CA. This company does what’s
called ‘experiental marketing’ for a
wide range of major companies in-
cluding Ford Motor Company. Repre-
sentatives from RMD are traveling

throughout the country right now, talk-
ing to customers, dealerships and both
mechanical and collision shops to tell
them about the F-150 and its emerging
role in the industry.

“This is an exciting time for the F-
150 and Ford in general,” Barrera ex-
plained. “I’ve been traveling to Ford
dealerships all over the west coast to
show people the amazing innovations
on this new vehicle. We’re introducing
the public to this truck and hitting all
of the major cities. People have so
many questions about it and it’s defi-
nitely an exciting time for the manu-
facturer. The F-150 is already selling
off the shelves and Ford is making
them in Dearborn, MI, as fast as they
can.”

Tiffany Silva, the EB-CAA chap-
ter’s president and owner of Accurate
Auto Body in Richmond, CA, is one of
the few body shops that are both certi-
fied and fully capable to work on alu-
minum Ford F-150s right now in the
Bay Area. She moderated the discus-
sion and offered her perspective. “As
an organization, we want to share as

much information as we can with our
members, because aluminum is obvi-
ously here to stay,” Silva explained.
“We want to be able to repair these
trucks correctly and be able to get the
right parts for it. And of course, we
need to make money too. By pooling
our skills and sharing information, we
can be stronger and better to do the
job.”

When Silva asked if any other
shops in attendance were currently cer-
tified and geared to work on F-150s,
only one other shop said that they were

just a month or two away from being
ready to roll. When other shops in the
room were asked about aluminum and
its future for their company, the re-
sponses were mixed.

“I want to see one F-150 in a shop
before I start taking this seriously,” one

technician who asked not to be named
said. Another body shop owner (also
unnamed) said I’m not going to invest
all that money until I get an idea of how
many F-150s will be sold in our region.

A lot of us are testing the wa-
ters and meetings like this one
really help.”�Almost all of the
people we talked to did say
that one way or another, alu-
minum will be a part of their
future “but maybe not just
now.”

In other chapter news,
Silva announced that last year
the EB-CAA raised approxi-
mately $6,000 during its raf-
fles held at each meeting, with
the money going to three local
ROPs and two Bay Area tech
schools. The chapter’s next
meeting will feature motiva-
tional speaker D. B. Outlaw

on April 22 at PPG’s Training Center
in Concord, CA.
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Ed Attanasio is an automotive journalist based in
San Francisco, California. He can be reached at
era39@aol.com.

East Bay CAA Chapter Visits Future Ford, Talks Ford F-150 

Future Ford in Concord, CA was the setting for
the EB-CAA’s February meeting

Parts Manager at Dublin Chevrolet Roy Wold
and Marjo Brough, the owner/CEO of Premier of
Premier Wholesale Parts, Inc. at the EB-CAA’s
February meeting

Victor Barrera
from the RMD

Group was on hand
to discuss the Ford
F-150 and all of the
new, cutting-edge

technology
contained in the

vehicle

From left, Mario Hernandez, the owner of Hernandez
Collision & Towing in Pittsburg, CA; Leah Burns, a marketing
coordinator/estimator at Hernandez Collision & Towing and
Jose Paez, operations manager for National Body Parts in
Oakland, CA got a first-hand look at the new all-aluminum
Ford F-150


