
by Cristina Schreil, Queens Chronicle

A group of body shop owners repre-
sented by the Sunrise Cooperative—

who settled a longstanding lawsuit
with the developers of the Willets Point
project in March—said at a demon-
stration on June 1 that, despite signing
an agreement saying they would leave
by June 1, they’re not budging.

They and their workers, who held
signs asking Mayor de Blasio for more
time, vowed to go on a hunger strike
until plans they say the city hasn’t
moved on are approved.

Sunrise leaders said at a press
conference at JAC Global Corp. on
37th Avenue that they want three or
four more months to conduct business
while their new site, at 1080 Leggett
Ave. in the Hunts Point section of the
Bronx, is approved, fully constructed
and made ready to be moved into.

Marco Neira, president of Sun-

Willets Point, NYC Body Shops Not Budging:

NACE | CARS announced details for
the destination tours in Detroit for
2015. These tours have been organ-
ized to provide attendees with the op-
portunity to visit some of Detroit’s
historical venues, as well as gain first-
hand insight into the original automo-
tive plants through both docent guided
and self-guided tours.

The tours will take place through-
out the week during NACE | CARS.
Interested parties must pre-register
through the NACE | CARS registra-
tion process. All are available, with
limited capacity. Charter buses will be
provided from the COBO Center to

take attendees to and from the tours.

NACE | CARS Destination Tours fea-
ture nine unique oppotunities in 2015:
Ford Rogue Factory Tour (F-150):
This tour will put you in the center of
the manufacturing of the new military
grade aluminum-alloy bodied Ford F-
150, including an opportunity to view
the final assembly process from an el-
evated walkway. You will view the
latest Ford technology, their “living
roof,” and experience the Manufac-
turing Innovation Theater. The tour
includes admission and guided tour

by Stacey Phillips, Assistant Editor

In the Multi-District Lawsuit involving
more than 500 repair shops across the
country, U.S. Magistrate Judge Thomas
Smith recommended in June that the
antirust complaints filed against the na-
tion’s top insurers be dismissed without
prejudice. Eaves Law Firm, the lead at-
torneys for the Plantiffs, is able to file
amended complaints by June 30.

Autobody News spoke to Allison
Fry at Eaves Law Firm, based in Jack-
son, MS, to find out how this develop-
ment will affect the case. 

Fry, the litigation director and des-
ignated plaintiffs’ liaison counsel, said
that in certain instances a district court
judge, the trial court judge in the fed-
eral system, is permitted to send certain
motions to the magistrate judge for
what is essentially a “first look.” After
reviewing the motion, the judge will
prepare a legal opinion on whether or
not the motions have merit and whether
they should be granted or denied. 

U.S. District Judge Gregory Pres-
nell asked Magistrate Judge Smith to
prepare what is known as a “Report and

U.S. District Judge in FL Recommends Dismissing
Complaints Without Prejudice in Multi-District Lawsuit

NACE | CARS Announces Detroit Destination &
Technical Tours for July 22–25, 2015

See NACE CARS Tours, Page 6

Other NACE | CARS Previews... p. 22, 44, 63, 67

See MDL Recommends, Page 70

Asking the City for More Time to Move to Bronx after June 1

Willets Point body shop workers vowed to go
on a hunger strike until they are able to relocate
to their new space in the Bronx. Photo credit:
Cristina Schreil See Willets Point, Page 10

CARSTAR Auto Body Repair Experts
held its 26th annual conference in San
Diego, CA, June 13–16. Themed
“Gaining the Edge,” the collision repair
industry’s largest MSO event was at the
Park Hyatt Aviara Resort.

It opened with an awards presen-
tation on June 13 to recognize the top-
performing franchisees, then shifted
gears to focus on strategic planning,
management and technical education

sessions, panel discussions, vendor
partner networking events, motiva-
tional speakers and an insurance in-
dustry forum.

CARSTAR CEO David Byers
shared the company’s financial per-

formance for the year, and de-
tailed the corporate and
store-level programs.

The company previously
announced that it finished the
first quarter of 2015 with rev-
enue of $195.6 million. Last
year, CARSTAR delivered
North American revenue of
$712 million, up nearly 10
percent from $649 million in
2013, a record for the com-
pany. It also reported same
store sales growth of 12.5 per-
cent for the first quarter, after
ending 2014 up 11.3 percent

over the previous year.
“We are on the right track for

continued strong performance, and
confident that our key growth initia-

CARSTAR Holds its Largest MSO Network Event 

See CARSTAR, Page 21

Kim Carrington, Vagabond Development for CARSTAR
Auto Body Repair Experts, and Melissa Miller, National
Director of Operations for CARSTAR Corporate, pose in
front of their booth
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rise, said that city Department of
Buildings paperwork that would allow
them to occupy the space has stalled
and that city officials, namely de Bla-
sio, have the power to expedite the
process, but haven’t.

Neira asserted that while $2.9
million—a chunk of the $5.8 million
promised to them in the settlement—
has been used to pay the architect to
file paperwork and pay for April, May
and June’s rent, they still don’t have
the proper permits.

“It’s money, then, that we’re wast-
ing,” he said.

Luis Suarez, a pastor in the com-
munity, said the workers have known
for a few weeks that they weren’t going
to move out on time.

“If we had the CO, we’d move
right now. It’s no problem,” Suarez
added following the demonstration.

Pedro Estevez, president of the
United Auto Merchants Association, said
he’s an expert in licensing and permits
and believes there is “stonewalling”
from the DOB, which he claims is “in
cahoots” with the Bronx borough gov-

ernment, which wants to “chase them
out of the city.”

“The Mayor of New York had the
authority to tell the Department of
Buildings, give them a letter of no ob-
jection,” Estevez said. “But if you don’t
give them their permits to bring this up
to code, how are they going to do it? ...
We are hardworking people over here
that deserve an opportunity to drive in-
stead of strive.”

But the break in the agreement
caused by not being vacated by June 1
could subject the cooperative to what-
ever penalties were agreed upon in
March.

Neira also said that before the
protest, representatives from the De-
partment of Housing Preservation and
Development came to collect the keys
and were surprised to see that every-
thing was still in place.

On June 2, a DOB spokesperson
said that the department will assist
where it can, but it’s Sunrise’s and its
contractor’s responsibility to get the
proper permits that will allow occu-
pancy.

“The vacate date was set forth in
the settlement agreement with Sunrise
and was approved by the Comptroller,
EDC’s Board, the Sunrise Coopera-

tive and each individual member busi-
ness of the Sunrise Cooperative,” the
spokesperson said in an email. “At
present, Sunrise Cooperative has not
taken several steps necessary to move
forward at the new site, including fil-
ing the necessary application for per-
mits, which is regrettable.”

DOB records show that the auto
body owners must file an application to
get an Alteration Type 1 permit, which
would allow for the certificate of occu-
pancy to go through. There is an ECB
violation listed, but the spokesperson
said that does not bar the owners from
filing for the permit.

At the protest, the workers also
called out City Councilwoman Julissa
Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst), who me-
diated the agreement between Sunrise
Cooperative and the Queens Develop-
ment Group, to help grant them more
time.

“We are your neighbors, we are
your neighborhood,” Neira said, speak-
ing in Spanish. “She cannot leave us
alone in this situation … she is the per-
son who has the power to go to Mayor
de Blasio to stop any action they take
against us.”

Following the protest, a state-
ment from Ferreras’ office said that as

of early last week, the DOB’s Bronx
borough commissioner is “personally
handling the processing of permits”
for the space.

“The Sunrise Cooperative reached
a historic, multi-million dollar agree-
ment with the Economic Development
Corp. to vacate Willets Point by June 1
understanding that they would not be
able to operate at their new location
until several months after,” the state-
ment read.

“The councilwoman has continu-
ously advocated so these businesses
may remain viable; however, the Sun-
rise Cooperative has not met the re-
quirements to operate legally at their
Hunts Point location and the project
cannot move forward until they do so.”

At the press conference, Neira
added that he believes their lawyer from
the Urban Justice Center did not pro-
vide thorough enough legal counsel.

He also said that they were pres-
sured by several parties back in March
to sign the agreement.

As of June 11, representatives of
the Urban Justice Center had not re-
sponded to a request for comment.

Autobody News thanks Queens
Chronicle, and writer Cristina Schreil,
for permission to reprint their article.
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