
A California labor law class action
lawsuit has been filed against Caliber
Collision by mechanics who allege
they were not paid for all the hours
they worked.

Filed by lead plaintiff Samuel
Castillo, the lawsuit alleges Caliber
Bodyworks of Texas Inc., which oper-
ates the chain Caliber Collision, pays
its mechanics on a piece-rate system
for each task they perform, and that
the workers are assigned piece-rate
hours per tasks, regardless of the time
it actually takes them to perform.
Castillo claims he recorded the hours
he worked, but Caliber only paid him
under the piece-rate system.

“As a result, defendants did not
pay plaintiff for all hours worked at
the minimum wage, as defendants
failed to pay plaintiff for nonproduc-

tive hours, i.e., hours that he was not
performing piece-rate work,” the
complaint states.

Further, the lawsuit contends that
Castillo worked for Caliber from 2007
through to the end of January 2014,
classed as a nonexempt technician
under the piece-rate system. Accord-
ing to the suit, under Caliber’s pay
system, if a task were assigned a value
of 0.8 hours, the mechanic would be
paid for 0.8 hours of work, regardless
of whether the task took 10 or 90 min-
utes to perform.

According to the suit, the method
Caliber uses of meeting their minimum
wage obligations, dividing daily piece-
rate earnings by daily hours worked,
violates California labor law. The suit
also alleges Caliber paid Castillo

by: Victoria Antonelli, Online Editor

The cascading number of vehicle re-
calls caused by defective Takata
airbags has been making front page

news from 2008 to the present day.
During that time, automakers have re-
called about 17 million vehicles with
airbags that can rupture when de-
ployed, producing fragments that can
kill or seriously injure motorists.

In the latest action, Honda has
launched a multi-million dollar print,
digital and radio advertising campaign
on March 16 to urge Honda and Acura
owners to check for open recalls and
complete airbag inflator repairs.

“The goals of this campaign are to
save lives and prevent injuries,” said
John Mendel, Executive Vice Presi-

by Samantha Weigel,
San Mateo Daily Journal

The owners of a long-standing family
auto body shop are alleging the city of
San Mateo has violated their civil
rights after they were ordered to fix
code violations while city officials
looked the other way for nearby busi-
nesses.

Sean and Jill Hudson, owners of
Hudson Automotive at 186 South
Blvd, claim the city violated their first
and 14th amendment rights after they
spoke out against the city’s attempts
to crack down on South Claremont
Street automotive repair shops in late
2012 and have since been ordered to
take down infrastructure vital to their

business.
City officials disagree, claiming

they are simply responded to specific
complaints about Hudson and conse-
quentially filed a suit in San Mateo
County Superior Court last September
seeking the company remove two out-
door automotive lifts—which the
Hudsons claim have been there since
the 1970s—and create six parking
spaces for customers.

San Mateo officials have a his-
tory with automotive repair shop own-
ers in the South Claremont Street and
Railroad Avenue area after they at-
tempted to crack down on numerous
code violations but were met with
upset owners who questioned why

City of San Mateo at Odds with Local Body Shop

Takata Responds to Pressure from NHTSA, Honda’s
Consumer Education Campaign, Recyclers Respond

See Caliber Auto Mechanics, Page 16

See City, Shop at Odds, Page 8

See Takata Takes Steps, Page 12

Caliber Auto Mechanics File CA Wage & Hour
Class Action Suit
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by Ed Attanasio

With the California Autobody Associ-
ation’s (CAA) upcoming annual Leg-
islative Day happening on April 14 in
Sacramento, CA, body shop owners
will once again converge at the State
Capitol to meet with their legislators
and discuss issues that affect the col-
lision industry.

As an attorney/lobbyist practic-
ing for over two decades at the Cali-
fornia State Capitol, Jack Molodanof
is frequently asked: “Can one person
really make a difference?” And his re-
sponse is always an emphatic “Yes!”

“Not only can one person make a
difference, but one person can also
make others change their perception of
an issue,” Molodanof explained. “You
have the power in that you have first-
hand experience as it relates to issues
that are most important to you. Let the
lawmakers know how you feel about
these issues. You must be heard to
make a change.”

To open every CAA Legislative

Day, Molodanof briefs the members
in attendance about the best ways to
get results from their local legislators
and here are some of these:

Do Your Homework First
First off, do you know the names of
your local legislators? If not, it’s very
easy to find out by going to www.le-
galifno.ca.gov. Learn about their back-
grounds and maybe more importantly,
learn how to pronounce their names. If
you live in Santa Cruz and your assem-
blyman’s name is Mark Stone that’s
no problem, but what about if you’re
from San Luis Obispo and your assem-
blyman’s name is Katcho Achadjian?
If and when you’re able to meet your
legislator, mispronouncing their name
is definitely not a great way to start any
conversation.

In addition, try to learn some other
interesting things about your local leg-
islators—including their political affil-
iations and the names of their key
assistants, for example. It’s also very

See How to Get Things Done, Page 26

CAA Lobbyist: How Things Get Done at the Capitol
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their years-long practices were sud-
denly being scrutinized.

Unpermitted vehicle lifts, which is
what the Hudsons are being ordered to
remove, were a common violation busi-
ness owners said they’d never heard of
before. Ultimately, after city officials
met with business owners, then-city
manager Susan Loftus sent an October
2012 letter saying the city would put a
moratorium on enforcement until it
found a more comprehensive way to
deal with the public nuisance problems
ranging from graffiti to businesses con-
ducting repairs on the street.

Since then, the Hudsons allege
they’ve been targeted for enforcement
while other shop owners have been
left to their ways.

“As far as we know the city has
not gone back to any of the other shops
in the area but instead vigorously pur-
sued the Hudsons,” said Camilo Artiga-
Purcell, an attorney representing the
Hudsons with the firm Cotchett, Pitre
& McCarthy. “We firmly believe the
reason is the Hudsons were very vocal
in some of those meetings in essentially

saying for years they’d worked with the
city and taken steps to make sure they
were safe.”

City Attorney Shawn Mason said
Loftus’ moratorium on enforcement of
South Claremont violations is still in
place but the Hudsons are located in
another part of downtown and its issues
stem from public complaints years ear-
lier.

The city received specific com-
plaints about the Hudsons’ unpermitted
shed two-years prior to general com-
plaints about South Claremont Street
auto body shops practices, Mason said.

“Each case and each matter is a
unique piece of property and really has
its own history and the Hudsons’ en-
forcement measures began before the
Claremont issue,” Mason said. “The
Hudsons’ matter was raised, com-
plained about to the city two years be-
fore the Claremont situation and so we
were responding like we do to any
other code violation to address that
complaint.”

But the Hudsons argue varying
city employees instructed them to do
different things while making prom-
ises their violations would be settled.

“Mr. Hudson [told the city] ‘look
I’m happy to work with you.’ The

problem is the city told him to do X,
then Mr. Hudson did X. Then the city
came back and said no, that’s not good
enough, now you’ve got to do Y,’” Ar-
tiga-Purcell said. “There’s a back and
forth, back and forth and the Hudsons
are constantly trying to abide and work
with the city in good faith and the city
comes back with changes that are cost-
ing them money.”

According to the Hudsons’ com-
plaint, they removed the small shed
that was used as a waiting area for cus-
tomers at the city’s insistence and
thought that would settle the issue. In-
stead, the city is now ordering they
also take down two of their outdoor
lifts that have been on site for decades,
an issue that’s being overlooked at
South Claremont businesses, accord-
ing to the suit.

“The final threat to the Hudson
business we believe, is because Mr.
Hudson spoke out when the city was
attacking the life blood of the auto re-
pair business in San Mateo and the
city said you have to take down two
of your five lifts, which would essen-
tially have crushed their business,”
Artiga-Purcell said.

While the suit argues Sean Hud-
son’s freedom of speech was threat-

ened, Artiga-Purcell would not confirm
exactly what was said as the litigation
is still pending.

The parties are due in court for a
case management conference May 15.
The Hudsons originally filed a federal
lawsuit, but that case is on hold until
the local court handles the city’s suit
through which the Hudsons have filed
a cross complaint alleging their free-
dom of speech and equal protection
rights have been violated.

Mason contends the Hudson case
isn’t personal, and that officials are
following protocol and intend to read-
dress former complaints about other
auto body shops.

“With respect to the Claremont
properties, it’s not over,” Mason said.
“Our intention is to go back to the
Claremont properties to address those
as well.”

Autobody News thanks The San
Mateo Daily Journal for permission to
reprint their article.
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