
by Ed Attanasio

Capturing an award in the Specialty
Equipment Market Association’s (SE-
MA) New Products Showcase can be
a life changing experience for manu-
facturers that are looking for a fast
track to success. Years of research and
development coupled with hard work
and buoyed by the spirit of entrepre-
neurship, these awards are given to
the most innovative and cutting-edge
new automotive aftermarket products
in the industry today, judged by some
of the biggest names in the automo-
tive world.

On Nov. 3 at SEMA’s opening
breakfast, a handful of companies from
all over the world received these highly
coveted awards announced at a cere-
mony rivaling the Academy Awards. By
just being associated with the SEMA
brand, companies can gain instant cred-

ibility and fast track their journey to suc-
cess.

Nearly 2,000 products were en-
tered into 16 different Showcase cate-
gories to be considered for SEMA New
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Jay Leno, legendary come-
dian and host of Jay’s Leno’s
Garage, received a special
token of appreciation from
BASF during SEMA 2015.
Fans gathered at the BASF bo-
oth on November 4 while Dan
Bihlmeyer, BASF’s North A-
merican marketing manager,
presented a signature leather jacket to
Leno, who has a collection of 140 cars
of his own.

Autobody News asked Leno about

his preference for BASF products.
“I’ve been using their products for
years and years,” said Leno. “It’s fun
to have this kind of relationship. It’s

by John Yoswick

Whether the 2013 version of the Colli-
sion Industry Conference (CIC) defini-
tion of the “Minimum Recommended
Requirements for a ‘Class A’ Collision

Repair Facility” is
up-to-date given
changes in vehicle
and repair technol-
ogy was not up for
debate at the latest
CIC in Las Vegas
in November.

“We have a
wholly inadequate Class A shop defini-
tion today,” CIC Chairman Randy Sta-

bler said. “Things are moving a lot
faster than we are. So we need to keep
up.”

But a number of representatives
of the Society of Collision Repair
Specialists (SCRS) argued at the
meeting that there is no longer much
of a need for the document at all.

“The real-world situation is this
Class A definition is irrelevant in
today’s market,” SCRS board member
Dusty Womble of Roger Beasley Col-
lision Center in Austin, Texas, said.
“The cars have changed. The [au-
tomaker shop certification] programs
have changed. There’s really not a

CIC Debates How to Define a ‘Class A’ Shop—And If
Such a Definition is Even Needed

Jay Leno Receives Token of Appreciation from BASF
During SEMA 2015

See SEMA New Product Awards, Page 26

See CIC debates, Page 16

Winning SEMA New Product Awards Can Be Life Changers

by Ed Attanasio

If you were at SEMA this year, you
probably visited a few bars, but the

BAR many body
shop owners and
managers were
talking about does
not sell $15 spe-
cialty cocktails or
plays loud music.
This BAR is the
Bureau of Automo-
tive Repair and if
you don’t comply
with their rules and
regulations, you
could get a hang-
over that can last
for many years.

Jack Molodanof,
a California attor-
ney and lobbyist

who has distinguished himself in areas
of automotive legislative and regulatory

law over the past 30 years gave a 2-
hour presentation on Nov. 6 at the
SEMA Show as part of the educational
series offered by SCRS. “Protect Your
Business from Fines and Disciplinary
Actions by the CA Bureau of Automo-
tive Repair” was the title of Molo-
danof’s comprehensive class.

Molodanof is the go-to lawyer/
lobbyist in California for the automo-
tive repair industry and represents
several statewide automotive associa-
tions, including the California Auto-
body Association (CAA) and Auto-
motive Service Councils of California
(ASCCA). Molodanof also serves on
the California Bureau of Automotive
Repair (BAR) Advisory Group, which
provides input on BAR programs.

Here are five important things
that we gleaned from this highly-in-
formative presentation:

1) The BAR is a 100% complaint-

Five Things to Know about CA’s Bureau of Automotive
Repair (BAR)

See Five Things to Know, Page 18

See Jay Leno, Page 12

Jack Molodanof,a
California attorney
and lobbyist told
body shop owners
and managers how
to “Protect Your
Business from
Fines and

Disciplinary Actions
by the CA Bureau
of Automotive
Repair” at SEMA
last month

Jay Leno and the BASF Refinish team at SEMA 2015

Randy Stabler

The Collision Repair & Refinish Product First
place winner went to Innovative Tools and
Technologies, Inc. for the Scangrip Sunmatch
Color Match LED. From left, General Manager
Jason Cox and Scangrip’s Marketing Man-
ager Hanne Nadolny.
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not financial, it’s not contractual... I
like the products. They’ve been really
helpful to us.”

Based in California, Leno said,
“Painting in California is really tricky

because of environmental concerns.”
Leno talked about the importance of
finding good water-based paints that
don’t run and bleed. “These guys know
how to do it,” he said.

“Jay can choose any paint he wants
and the fact that he chooses Glasurit 90
Line for use in his shop speaks vol-

umes,” said Bihlmeyer. “The Glasurit
leather jacket is a token of our appreci-
ation that we thought Jay would enjoy
and goes a long way to thank him for his
long-standing support of Glasurit.

“BASF Glasurit paints utilize Eu-
ropean technology that gives the ulti-
mate blend of speed, ease of use, color
match and durability,” said Bihlmeyer

“The rich liquid color and
deep brilliant gloss defines
Glasurit as a world-class fin-
ish. Glasurit delivers a com-
prehensive system of per-
fectly matched products and
processes from pri-mer to
clearcoat.”

BASF unveiled the 1933
Ford Coupe by Chip Foose,
featuring Glasurit 90 Line cus-
tom blue and silver two-tone
paint; a 1965 customized car-
bon fiber Ford Mustang from
The Ringbrothers, painted in

Spy Green from Glasurit 90 Line; and
a 1967 Pontiac Acadian from JF Kus-
toms, featuring R-M® HD custom red
paint.

In addition, West Coast Customs
showed a 1959 Chevrolet Corvette
painted with R-M Onyx HD and a 2016
Harley Street Glide from Camtech Cus-

tom Baggers, featuring R-M Carizzma
Candy paint.

With its expanded show presence,
BASF had a show booth in the Colli-
sion Repair & Refinish section featur-
ing its value-added products and
services that help collision repair shops
and distributors improve profits and
drive business growth. In addition,
BASF conducted spray demonstrations
outside with Chip Foose, Mike and
Jim Ring and JF Launier.

Jay Leno’s Garage began on You-
Tube and received a Primetime Emmy
Award for “Outstanding Special Class –
Short Format Nonfiction Program” in
2011. The show premiered on CNBC
October 7.

The eight-episode hour-long pri-
metime series covers all things auto-
motive, including classic cars, super
cars, restoration projects, road tests,
investments and the inner workings of
the car collectors’ market.

Leno’s custom-built shop, Big
Dog Garage, has its own sanding and
painting booth and is located in Bur-
bank, California near Bob Hope Air-
port.
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Jay Leno

Dan Bihlmeyer, BASF’s North American marketing
manager, gifts Jay Leno a custom leather jacket
during SEMA 2015

In October, the Librarian of Congress
released the sixth triennial set of ex-
emptions to the prohibition of circum-
vention of the Digital Millennium
Copyright Act (DMCA). This refers to
the bypassing of technological meas-
ures employed by or on behalf of copy-
right owners to protect their works.

In regard to automotive repair,
the document recognizes the growing
need for repairers to be able to access
and sometimes alter vehicle software.
The final exemption would allow re-
pairers to modify programs that are:
“... contained in and control the func-
tioning of a motorized land vehicle such
as a personal automobile, commercial
motor vehicle or mechanized agricul-
tural vehicle, except for computer pro-
grams primarily designed for the con-
trol of telematics or entertainment sys-
tems for such vehicle, when circum-
vention is a necessary step undertaken
by the authorized owner of the vehicle
to allow the diagnosis, repair or lawful
modification of a vehicle function.”

The Automotive Service Associa-
tion’s (ASA) leadership has expressed
some apprehension about the telemat-
ics language in those exemptions, in
that it excludes third-party access to
“telematics and entertainment systems.” 

Vehicle Software Access
from Librarian of Congress
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